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Upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 averaged higher in grade but was shorter in staple than 
through the same period last season, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural 
Marketing Service. Average fiber fineness was a little lower than cotton ginned through November 
30 last year while average fiber strength was higher. Cotton tenderable in settlement of futures 
contracts accounted for 68 percent of the ginnings prior to December 1 compared with 69 percent 
through the same period a year ago. 


Grades 31 and higher accounted for 22 percent of the ginnings prior to December 1. This was the 
largest percentage of ginnings in these higher grades since the 1967-68 season and compares with 
15 percent a year earlier. Grades 41 and higher comprised about 66 percent of the ginnings 
through November 30, the largest percentage in these grades since the 1963 crop. Grade 41 was _ 
the predominant grade at 37 percent of the ginnings. Light Spotted and other Colored grades ac- 
counted for 17 percent of the ginnings prior to December 1, about the same as a year earlier. 
The average grade index was 93.0 (grade 31=100), up from 91.8 a year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 34 and longer made up 82 percent of ginnings prior to December 1 this. season, 
down from 90 percent last year. The predominant length was staple 35 at 45 percent of the gin- 
nings. This was down from 52 percent of the ginnings through November 30 last season. Staples 
33 and shorter were equivalent to 18 percent of ginnings prior to December 1 compared with 10 
Percent last season. The average staple was 34.2 thirty-seconds inches compared with 34.6 a 
year earlier. 


The average mike of cotton ginned prior to December 1 was 4.2 compared with 4.3 a year earlier. 
Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range accounted for about 80 percent of the ginnings through Novem- 
ber 30. This was the smallest percentage in the 3.5-4.9 range Since the 1969 crop and compares 
with 85 percent through November 30 last season. (Cotton miking 3.4 and below made up 13 percent 
of ginnings this season, the largest percentage since the 1967 crop and up from seven percent 
last year. Seven percent of ginnings through November 30 miked 5.0 and above compared with nine 
Percent a year earlier. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned through. November 30 this season averaged 87,200 pounds per square 
inch. This is the highest average strength in the last 10 years and compares with 86,900 last 
year. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi made up 11 percent of the ginnings prior to December 1 com- 
pared with 14 percent a year earlier. Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger comprised 34 percent of 
this season's ginnings against 31 percent through the same period last year. 


The supply of upland cotton to December 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 11.2 mil- 
lion bales, down. from 11.9 million a year earlier. Supplies of cotton in White grades 41 and 
higher totaled 6.5 million bales, down from 6.9 million a year earlier. There were 2.3 million 
bales of Light Spotted cotton in this year's supply, about the same as last season. The staple 
distribution shows this year's supply of cotton stapling 34 and longer totaled 8.7 million bales 
compared with 9.4 million a year earlier. Supplies of staples 34 and 35 combined, accounted for 
7.1 million bales to December 1 compared with 7.9 million last season. i 


Cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season totaled 5,802,000 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This compares with ginnings of 8,291,000 bales a year earlier and 9,197,000 
bales through November two years ago. This season's ginnings prior to December 1 were equivalent 
to about 7O percent of the indicated 1975 crop against 73 percent a year earlier. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to December 1, 1975 with 1974 comparisons, by states 1/ 





Grade reductions 


State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
1974 1975 1974 1975 1974 1975 1974 1975 
North Carolina 10.9 S.4 * OFL Ort * LO) Sr 
South Carolina OD 6.55) Ore 1.4 - 6a 79 
Georgia SAO) 1.9 Cree 6.0 See 7.9 
Florida 6.5 - 0.9 - - 7.4 - 
Alabama Gee 2.6 OZ3 0.4 - 635 S70 
Mississippi 8.0 Biel One OS * Ba2 9.0 
Tennessee i 3°51 fed Ont Oe * ESiee Wests) 
Missouri 3.0 ee * Ord = Onn 3:50 Ze) 
Arkansas 45) 4.6 Ong Om Orel 7 4.7 4.7 
Louisiana 6m 7.9 0.9 On * - Weds 8.6 
Oklahoma One 0.4 19.2 13.4 - - 19.4 137.8 
Texas dha ee Ae 16.0 L255 Liee 
New Mexico O-4 Oay Sisak OR2 Ori On: Ale, 1.0 
Arizona 3.0 1.4 0.8 ORS * = Si) gees 
California 3.8 2.8 _# * * 3.8 2.8 
Other Dh 0.8 = In 4 ~ 0.4 etl, 2.6 
United States 4.8 o.8 Zo Shs * * 6.8 reer! 





a7 Data for current season are preliminary. 
- LessmunaneOnOompercentu. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ee 






Grade 
and 


November 1-30 Season through November 30 





Grade Bales Bales PGi Pot. Bales Bales PGiGie Pet. 
1 (10) . - - = . 2 - - 
C (20) = 1,287 = Hel : 1,627 - 8.4 
3 (30) 2,841 11,614 B.ie ~6a.9 3,327 12,022 e260. 0250 
4 (40) 20,509 4,684 58.4 25.8 22 333 5,160 S76 § 26.6 
5 (50) 9,495 541 27 10 3.0 10,479 541 27.0 2.8 
6 (60) 2,124 44 6.0 0.2 2,348 44 62% O.2 
7 (70) 154 S 0.4 224 es 0.6 = 
8 (80) 14 = * = 14 2 * = 
9 (90) yl = Ow ~ 51 Es Onl = 

10 (00) = = - e ~ - Ee = 

Total 35,188 18,170: 1000s l0e.0 38,776 19,3947) *100<0: 4100-0 


Staple Code 
40 and shorter - = cs a = Se = = 


Ae a5) ET One OSL HE ea One Orca: 
44 29,109 16,508 82,7 90.9 S15 736 17,664 BIS Blige 
46 6,024 ies tel 9.0 6,968 L708 187.0 8.8 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 

Total 85, 188 LER © TOOROMELOORO S810 19,394 LOOROM LOO. O 


lf Data for current season are preliminary. 
. Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to December 1, 1975 with 1974 comparisons, by states My, 











United States 





Readings New Mexico 


1974 1975 











Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - es a = = = = = 

2a = S ce = ~ 4 

eee = = = fs = Ss = = 

Za OZ - - - - - 0.2 - 

229 Omz - 0.4 - - - Orn - 

Cao) OS Ne Week - - = Ome OR 
350 ra 2a0 Or 5 Ome - 0.8 OSS 
3.1 eel. Sk ale eo OR 0.4 ee Lo 
See 70 asf 7.9 4.6 OFS Oms 3.9 1.4 
So Oo: Ser ee 10.8 0.38 0.7 4.8 aol 
3.4 Sey 9.8 Ses eS 0.8 a6 6,6 Seo 
3.5 Se 11.4 eee eel ew ZnO) Wes 4.2 
S76 14.9 14.5 Ow) 10.8 4.7 Tee 9.9 9.0 
Sey Hi oe. 17.3 ra. O.2 653 1130 9.2 ieee 
SEG 9.3 8 eo 1028 Oe 22 9.9 nee 
3.9 7) SigZ Gng oS 1326, L656 10.4 14.9 
4.0 4.1 Dag 5.8 Preah dived L/S el 14.6 
4,1 G7. Seo 2S 9.2 7.6 16e3 LOT Sea, 
4.2 cael ee oy 2.6 Wot ee Tew) 7.4 Ona 
4.3 Of 2.4 V3 - Fae 4 4.0 Sn5 
4.4 0.4 0.4 - - 3,6 ed 0) 0.9 
aS @p al - - - v4 0.8 0.8 0.6 
4.6 - - = qa: OG Gnz Ons On 
4.7 - - - - Opal 0.4 fe 0.3 
4.8 Oral - - - - - * - 

4.9 ~ - - - - - - - 

5.0 and above - = = = = = = = 

Total 1007 0mn 100,07 9100.0 Iaut0010 100;0° .100,0 .160,0° 180.0 
Average mike S50 Boe S30 Su), 4.0 S59 S},,{8} Bao 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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